[Xeroradiography in rheumatology].
Xeroradiography is a new and simple radiodiagnostic technique that makes it possible to analyse on one positive film not only the bone tissue but also the neighbouring structures (ligaments, muscles, fatty tissue, the vessels, and the skin). On the basis of about 100 examinations, the authors indicate the value and the limitations of the technique in rheumatological practice. Because of the technical aspects of the technique, the dorsolumbar spine and the facial massif are poorly visualized. The swamping of the contrast also limits its use for cases of demineralization (osteoporosis). On the other hand, the information provided by the technique in cases of Paget's disease, articular or para-articular calcification, pathological conditions of the tendons (rupture, calcification), and bone tumours appears to be of great value. The early diagnosis of cases of inflammatory rheumatism and the surveillance of Silastic prostheses used in surgery on rheumatic hands are also facilitated.